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In The Loop
H

ello from the Department of
Animal Science! As apparent
from the articles in this newsletter,
the Spring semester has been full of
excitement. Currently, there are over
250 students in the Animal Science
program with approximately 70%
of these students interested in preveterinarian medicine, and 75% being
female. In addition, the Department
is recruiting an Extension Veterinarian
faculty member that will work from the
Little Rock office to help direct the 4-H
Veterinary Science Program. We hope to
have the position in place this summer.
Animal Science students continue to be
the best and brightest. At our annual
awards banquet in April, 48 scholarships
totaling over $42,000 were presented to
our students. Funds to support these
scholarships are generated from you, our
alumni, supporters, and stakeholders.
We extend a huge thank you from the
entire Department for your generous
support of the scholarship program.
The faculty, staff, and I would like
to congratulate all students from the
Department that graduated either last
Fall or this Spring with B.S. degrees in
Animal Science. Eight of these students
were accepted to veterinary medicine
school. At the banquet, I had the
privilege of presenting the Department’s

Awards of Distinction to some of our
prestigious alumni, which can read more
about in the following pages. I want
to thank Brittany Butler and the REPS
group for hosting the award winners’
reception at the Pauline Whitaker Animal
Science Arena following the banquet.
The Departmental faculty had numerous
research abstracts, and several students
in both the undergraduate and graduate
student competitions at the Southern and
Midwest sections of the American Society
of Animal Science meetings. Faculty
will hit the road again this summer,
attending various scientific conferences
to present their recent research findings.
If you would like to know more about
specific research projects, please visit our
website at http://animalscience.uark.edu.
If you use social media, please check out
the Department’s Facebook and Twitter
pages. This is the quickest way to keep
up with our activities. I truly appreciate
your sincere interest and support and as
always, feel free to contact me [looper@
uark.edu; (479) 575-3745] or stop by and
visit when you are in Fayetteville.

Michael Looper
Department Head
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Research May Lead to Increased Cattle
Value, Pg. 8

A Hamburger Experiment, Pg. 8

News
Faculty & Staff

Award Nominees

T

he Associated Student Government and Residents’
Interhall Congress awarded faculty members the
Outstanding Faculty Member Award for the
2012-13 academic
year at the annual
Faculty Appreciation
Banquet. Dr. Powell
and Dr. Apple were
both nominated
and honored at
the banquet.

A New Face, A New Team

C

asey Orr is a new instructor
in the Department of
Animal Science. He
established the Department’s
first Horse Judging Team, which
was selected from students in
his Equine Evaluation course taught this Spring.
“I am very excited to coach the first horse judging
team at the University of Arkansas. I think this
program has a bright future due to the amount
of talented students here at the University.” His
students have already gained invaluable experience
this semester alone and are preparing for five
competitions planned for next semester.

Students Brittany Rodgers, Whitt Bell, Becca
Schlote, Sean Hill, Shelby Wood, and Chynell
Fitzgerald competed in the first Horse
Judging competition to include a UA team.
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Spring Cleaning

O

ver 100 students
worked for a combined
350 hours during the
clean-up at the Division of
Agriculture’s North Farm April
19 and 20. They helped to make
the first North Farm Community
Service Day a success. Danny
Belcher, facility manager; Kathi
Jogan, D. E. King Equine
Pavilion manager; and Nancy
Jack, Equine Program Director,
collaborated to develop this
service project that contributed to the care and upkeep of this
high-profile facility. “A thorough spring cleaning of the Whitaker
Animal Science Center was our primary focus” said Jogan.
Inside the facility, students cleaned and reorganized storerooms,
cleaned the windows in the foyer, detailed and restocked the rest
rooms, concession stand, classroom tables and chairs, vacuumed
the carpet, mopped all the
floors and polished every
bit of chrome - even the
kick plates on the doors.
Students worked outside
of the facility as well.
Belcher coordinated
groups to plant trees and pressure wash 270 feet of the massive
decorative rock trim that distinguishes the Center. They
cleaned the Livestock Barn by mucking stalls, disinfecting
buckets and equipment, and raking isles. They cleaned up fallen
limbs in the paddocks, tightened and maintained the hot-tape
fences, chopped weeds, and policed the grounds for trash.
Dr. Jack organized groups of students to power wash, detail,
and polish the newly donated gooseneck horse trailer inside and
out. Says Jack, “Tina Paseno, an avid
supporter, was very generous to donate
this high quality custom trailer. We use
it to pick up donated horses and train
them to load and unload confidently.
My cleaning team of fifteen students
polished the trailer so well you can
see your reflection! They are very
proud of this beautiful trailer.”

2013
Graduates
Summa Cum Laude or with Highest Distinction
Lauren Nicole Aday
Alexandra Estha Lee Canfield

Magna Cum Laude or with High Distinction
Abigail Rose Reith
Ashton L’Jean Williams

Cum Laude or with Distinction
Erin Michele Dobbs
Heather Nicole Hawkins
Emma Eileen Wilson Manning
Patrick John McFadden
Kathryn Constance Pezoulas
Erica Renee Unz

Bachelor of Science

Patrick John McFadden
Sheree Dominique Morgan
Sydney Ann Morris
Kayla M. Newcomb
Gary Gene Osborne, Jr.
Rachel Nicole Osburn
Jessica Nichole Perkins
Kathryn Constance Pezoulas
Abigail Rose Reith
Whitney Jewell Richey
Caitlin Elizabeth Riggs
Ashley J. Korin Roberts
Brittany Cristina Rodgers
Colby Wayne Rosiere
Katherine Anne Rowlett
Rebecca L. Schroeder
Samantha A. Shelton
Meghan Oleta Sommers
Charley Kay Stephenson
Ulysses Keon Talbert
Erica Renee Unz
Ashton L’Jean Williams
Ashley Rose Winters
Jessie Jo Withrow
Kendall Lee Worley
Saisai Staciey Zhang

Master of Science

Doctor of Philosophy
Benjamin Edward Bass
Angela R. Mays

Veterinary
School Admits
Meghan Sommers
Caitlin Thorn
Erica Unz
Abigail Reith

Arkansas Cattlemen’s Association
Scholarship
Tyler Blasdel, Yellville
Arkansas Beefmaster Scholarship
Andrea Carlton, Valley Springs
Arkansas Brangus Scholarship
Fred Pohlman II, Prairie Grove
Arkansas Meat Processors and
Locker Association
Lindsey Tharp, Vilonia
Amie Wilcox, Waldron

Lauren Nicole Aday
Malin Dannelle Behrendt
Ryan Keith Berry
Kelly Louise Brophey
Jade Bunnell
Alexandra Estha Lee Canfield
Joshua W. Carter
Erin Michele Dobbs
Emily E. Edster
Matthew Patrick Finney
Sarah Caitlan Fontenot
Daniel Theodore Garnett
Lorie Ann Gentry
Anna Gray
Bethany Marie Greiving
Heather Nicole Hawkins
Lindsay Kay Hess
Emily Hiegel
James Lucas Humphries
Jeffrey David Jordan
Kaleigh N. Kerns
Denise Kordis
Yerill Shellin Lazo
Sang In Lee
Emma Eileen Wilson Manning
Kaitlyn Elizabeth McCarty
Elizabeth Backes
April C. Brown
Nicholas Scott Ezell
Jace Joseph Hollenbeck
Dominic Rikoto Yakubu

Scholarship
Recipients

Alexandra Canfield
Jordan Abernathy
Jessica Perkins
Patrick John McFadden

C. J. Brown Scholarship
Becca Schlote, Flippin
Farm Credit Services State
Federation Scholarship
Taylor McNeel, Vilonia
Robert Felsman Scholarship
Matthew Shepherd, Dierks

Dr. A. L. and Lorena Neumann
Scholarship
Kristopher Bottoms, Moore, OK
Kelsy Bryant, Monticello
Angela Carlin, New Port Richey, FL
Rachel Cummins, Coppell, TX
Summer Davis, Pea Ridge
Kayla de Armas, Marietta, GA
Cali Elliott, Little Rock
Gregory Esmond, Frisco, CO
Amy Fugere, Rogers
Sara Guillen, Siloam Springs
Jessie Hargis, Fayetteville
Mallory Hiss, Collierville, TN
Taylor Howell, Little Rock
Lauren Huey, Rio Ranco, NM
Stephanie Lampman, San Antonio, TX
Jennifer Long, Ballwin, MO
Tara Moll, Rowlett, TX
Breanna Nyitrai, Jonesboro
Kelsey Rogers, Springdale
Omega Sanders, Hot Springs
Rebecca Schleisman, Springdale
Elizabeth Seal, St. Louis, MO
Carrie Sisco, Bentonville

Richard and Ann Fulton Scholarship Paul R. Noland Scholarship
Lynley Farrar, Ruston, LA
Casse Curtis, Green Forest
Hudson Family Scholarship
Bradley Isbell, Braggs, OK
Carl B. and Florence E. King PreVet
Scholarship
Claire Crews, Jacksonville

J.O and Marie Parker (PLR Farms)
Scholarship
Cheyenne Moyer, Lincoln
Jack L. Perkins Scholarship
Caleb Russell, Jasper, MO

Florence E. King Equine Scholarship Ned Ray Purtle Scholarship
Jessica Sheetz, Conway
Alicia Watts, Dallas, NC
Mary S. and Paul K. Lewis, Sr.
Scholarship
Hanna Cline, Kingston
Lensey Watson, Bentonville
Harold Welch, Fayetteville
Danny Metz Scholarships
Randy Burnett, Conway
Robert Tyree, Prairie Grove
Dr. Calvin Willis Scholarship
Scarlet Peterson, McRae

Ned Purtle Scholarship
Olivia Foster, Green Forest
Brittany Smith, Cleveland, MO
O. T. Stallcup Scholarship
Hannah Newberry, Harrison
Bumper’s Presidential Scholar
Claire Crews, Jacksonville
Bumper’s First Ranked
Alexandra Canfield, Fayetteville
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Club News
Livestock Judging Team

Bryan Kutz, Jimmie Hollenback, Colten Booth, Caleb
Russell, Lindsay Bowman, Matt Merideth, Olivia Foster,
Brittany Smith, Morgan Watts, Bryce Brummet, Tom Devine

The Livestock Judging Team has been busy competing in five
competitions this semester and bringing back award after award. The
highlight was the 2013 Arizona National Livestock Show, where the UA
team scored top in all group sections. Many members also scored high in
the individual sections. They also placed well in the Houston Livestock
Show and Rodeo, the Southwestern Expo and Livestock Show, the
Dixie National Intercollegiate, and the National Western Stock Show.
They plan to continue their success in the upcoming school year.

Pre-Vet
The Pre-Vet Club has provided members with a multitude of opportunities
this semester. Speakers from vet schools across the country spoke at meetings,
the club held a “Share the Love” adoption event for the Washington County
and Springdale animal shelters, took students on a trip to the American PreVeterinary Medical Association (APVMA) National Symposium, and held
multiple fundraisers, profiting the club by hundreds of dollars. They plan to
end the semester with a group trip to the Gentry Safari in Gentry, AR.
Dr. Jeremy Powell, Jessica Perkins, Sara Guillen, Kris Bottoms, Rachel Cummins,
Omega Sanders, Hanna Cline, Lensey Watson, Taylor Howell, Lynley Farrar

Block & Bridle

Janeal Yancey, Nik Burchfield, Becca Schlote, Daniel
Garnett, Brandi Whittemore, Dustin Dixon, Mallory Hiss

The Block & Bridle club has been busy with activities this semester.
One of the highlights was their annual cow show, Razorback Classic.
The event raised over $1,000, which was donated to the Arkansas
Children’s Hospital. They also held multiple Meat on Monday events
with funding from the Arkansas Beef Council and six members
attended the 2013 National Block and Bridle Convention, hosted
by Iowa State University in Ames, IA. Students attended networking
and educational workshops throughout the convention.

REPS
REPS members, Makenzie Foster, Arden Leraris, Meghan Sommers,
Lynley Farrar, and Claire Crews have been busy promoting knowledge
of agriculture and the Department. Members have given tours to visiting
students, teamed up with Holcomb Elementary School where they
provided animals for a Family Fun Night, and are planning multiple events
to promote student involvement next year. These members are not only
benefiting other students, but are gaining leadership, communication,
and other life skills that are often not found in the classroom.
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Animal Science - UA

Honors & Awards
Awarded Alumni
Advanced Graduate of Distinction
Dr. Curtis C. Melton - Curtis graduated with his B.S. in
Animal Husbandry and his M.S. in Animal Breeding at the UA.

Graduate of Distinction
William H. (Billy) Caldwell, II - Billy graduated summa cum
laude in 1989 from the UA with a major in Animal Science.

Dr. Ernest Keith - Dr. Keith earned his B.S. in Agriculture
and M.S. from the University of Arkansas in 1974 and 1975.

William R. (Bill) Shaddox, Sr. - Bill graduated with a B.S.A
in Animal Science in 1956. He has 8 grandchildren, one has
a masters degree and another is currently attending the UA.

Gamma Sigma Delta

Lensey Watson

A

nimal Science Master’s students, Jace Hollenbeck and
Brandon Smith were honored at the Arkansas chapter of
Gamma Sigma Delta, the honor society of agriculture,
annual achievement awards ceremony. The society honored
faculty and students in the UA System Division of Agriculture
and the Dale Bumpers College of Agricultural, Food and Life
Sciences on April 16. In the society’s annual presentation
competition, Jace placed first and Brandon placed third in the
oral presentation section. Seventeen awards were presented to
students for oral and poster presentations on topics in their
disciplines at the undergraduate, master’s, and doctoral levels.

A

nimal Science student, Lensey Watson, was presented
with multiple awards at the Arkansas Quarter Horse Year
End Awards Banquet on February 2. She was presented
with the Judy Fisher Memorial Sportsmanship Award, an honor
voted on by the youth members of the association, the High
Point Novice Youth Award for accumulating the most points all
around in the Novice division of the association, and last but not
least, the Novice Youth Achievement Award in the trail division.

Working Student
Showcase
Brittany Smith

B

ryan Kutz, UA Livestock
Judging Team coach,
recruited Brittany from Ft.
Scott Kansas Junior College to
compete on the livestock team.
“We hired her to be our student
barn manager for our sheep
flock and teaching swine herd.
Brittany has taken ownership
of that responsibility and has
proven to be a great asset during
lambing and farrowing season.”
Danny Belcher, Arena manager, always tries to hire a few
students to help at the Arena and take care of livestock at the
farm. Bryan immediately suggested Brittany for the position.
After just a few days on the job, Danny told her she was in
charge. She worked closely with Dr. Apple and helped schedule
students in Sheep Production to do “lamb watch” at nights to
observe ewes during lambing and assist with lambs as needed.
She’s worked hard to make this lambing season a success.

Her goal is the ultimate goal of members in the Quarter Horse
Association; to perform in the Youth World Show. “It’s not whether
you win or lose,” says Watson, “it’s how you play the game.”

Animal Science
Newsletter
Spring 2013

Editor: Brittany A. Butler
bab004@uark.edu
http://animalscience.uark.edu/
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ASAS Southern Section

D

epartment of Animal
Science student, Jace
Hollenbeck, placed
second in the Graduate Student
Presentation Competition at
the American Society of Animal
Science (ASAS) Southern Section
Convention in Orlando, FL on
February 4. He gave an oral
presentation on the study entitled,
Effect of Lactic Acid Enhancement
pH on Beef Quality Attributes of Bull Strip Loins.
In the study, beef from mature bulls was used to
test the effects of lactic acid enhancement solution
pH on fresh color, cooked color, and tenderness of
strip loin steaks. The results suggested that lactic
acid enhancement improved fresh and cooked color
attributes similar to a USDA select control sample,
but solution pH failed to compare in other aspects.
ASAS is a professional membership society that supports
the careers of scientists and animal producers all over the
world. ASAS fosters the discovery, sharing, and application
of scientific knowledge concerning the responsible use
of animals to enhance human life and well-being.

Academic Quadrathlon

S

tudents Claire Crews, Meghan Sommers, Nicole
Gurley, and Brandi Whittemore traveled to
Florida in February to represent the University of
Arkansas in the Academic Quadrathlon Competition at
the Southern Sectional meeting of the American Society
of Animal Science. The lab practicum competition and
written test were held at the University of Florida’s
Department of Animal Science and Teaching Farms in
Gainesville, FL. The students then traveled to Orlando
to compete in the oral presentation and quiz bowl
competition.
The team placed
first in the Beef
portion of the
Lab Practicum,
second in Breed
Identification
and fifth in the Oral Presentation. It was a very
educational trip but the students were more excited when
they got to see an alligator, manatee, and an osprey.
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National Cattlemen’s Beef
Association

S

tudents Nicole Gurley
and Meghan Sommers
joined Dr. Janeal Yancey
at the Annual Cattle Industry
Convention of the National
Cattlemen’s Beef Association in
Tampa, FL. The Department
of Animal Science shared a booth in the trade show with the
Arkansas Department of Agriculture, the Arkansas Livestock

Event Updates
and Poultry Commission, and the Arkansas Cattlemen’s
Association. The students attended the Cattlemen’s College and
the Young Producers Council meetings and had the opportunity
to meet cattlemen and cattlewomen from all over the US.

Class Tours Oaklawn

S

tudents enrolled in the 2013 course, Survey of the
Thoroughbred Industry, were treated to a weekend
at Oaklawn Park this semester. Students prepared for
the trip by critiquing four racing related books, studying
the racing industry, and learning about racetrack careers.
Deborah Keene, from Oaklawn Public Relations, gave
students a tour of the jockey’s room, explained how jockeys
prepare for the races, showed them the equipment that is
used, introduced students to jockeys and trainers, and allowed
students to witness gate schooling from the starter’s stand.
Dr. Nancy Bohnhoff, Racing Commission Veterinarian, spoke about
prerace examinations and test barn protocol. Dr. Bohnhoff also
explained the differences
between a veterinarian
in private practice and a
veterinarian working for
the Racing Commission.
Students ended their
weekend by attending the
races, eating at the track
kitchen, watching morning
workouts, and seeing a
KY Derby hopeful.
From top left: Kaci Pezoulas, Clayton Holder, Kelly Brophey, Shelby
Hampton, Sheree Morgan, Denise Kordis, Angel Thomas, Ashley
Bartlett, Erin Dobbs, Amanda Crangle

Moms On The
Farm Tour

Seth Caldwell and Sheree Morgan welcome a
new horse to the Department.

A New Season
Razorback
Roundup

A

new season began as the Department of Animal Science
D.E.K. Equine Program (DEKEP) received their first
donations for their annual horse auction, the Razorback
Roundup. Tina Poseno, a long-time supporter of the program, recently
donated an extra-large aluminum gooseneck horse trailer.
Another recent donation, of two Appaloosa geldings, was
received by Jackie Jackson. “Having horses that received
Jackie’s expert training and care only means one thing these two top-notch geldings are destined to be among our
sales toppers at the 2013 Razorback Roundup,” says Kathi
Jogan, instructor and barn manager for the Department.
Jackson hopes the curriculum continues to include practical horse
handling techniques. She stresses the need in the equine industry for
people that know practical things, such as banding or braiding a horse
for show, clipping and preparing horses for the different breed shows,
bandaging for shipping or injuries, etc. The Razorback Roundup is
just one way the DEKEP offers that practical knowledge to students.
These generous donations are the first of many and will help aid the
education of students. Jackson and Poseno express interest in the
missions the DEKEP and Department strive to achieve. Their aid
is helping to provide experiences for the leaders of tomorrow.

A

group of female faculty
and staff across the
University of Arkansas
System Division of Agriculture,
the Dale Bumpers College of
Agricultural, Food and Life
Sciences, and others involved

with agriculture hosted the second annual Moms on
the Farm tour Saturday, April 13. The tour included
trips to beef, poultry, and dairy farms, and was
partially funded by the Arkansas Beef Council. The
goal was to help mothers understand
more about agricultural
production, food safety and
nutrition, and experience
Northwest
Arkansas
agriculture first-hand. “We
were really excited to share
agriculture with the women
of Northwest Arkansas,” said
Janeal Yancey, event organizer
and UA meat scientist. The Arkansas
Cattlewomen concluded the tour with beef and dairy
food cooking demonstrations. “Typically, people
feel more knowledgeable about doing their taxes
than about making healthy food decisions for their
families,” said Yancey. “The cooking demonstrations
provided an opportunity for moms to ask healthoriented questions, and the tours helped them better
understand where their food comes from.”

Moms gained hands-on experience milking cows on
a local dairy farm.
Amanda Crangle, Rachael Cummings, Katie Clayton, (Romeo,
the horse), Michael Baird, Sheree Morgan, Erin Dobbs, (Bug, the
horse), Kelly Brophey, Lawren Taylor
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Research Highlight
Research May Lead to Increased How Tender Is Your Goat?
rospective master’s
Cattle Value

P

student, Kelsey
Basinger, is an
undergraduate at Lincoln
University in Missouri.
She is conducting research
on tenderizing goat meat
in conjunction with the
University of Arkansas.

D

epartment of Animal
Science graduate
student, Tom Devine,
is conducting research
that may give cattlemen a
higher profit on their herd.
Cattle producers can lose
money on light weight
heifers because they reach
puberty late, cannot
be used for replacements, which results in less overall value.
For his research, Tom is administering three doses of growth
implants with varying components to light weight heifers. After
a period of time, Tom will use several tests to determine the
success of each component and gauge the value added to the
heifers due to the accelerated growth caused by the implants.
After a recovery period, ultrasounds will be done to see the physical
effects on various reproductive organs. After breeding, Tom will
evaluate conception rates. There is currently no conclusive data
measuring these effects, which means this research could help
future producers pinpoint different management strategies that help
add value and increase profit margins in light weight cattle.

A Hamburger Experiment

Kelsey’s project consists
of hanging goat carcasses
UA meat scientist,
three different ways to test
Janeal Yancey, assists by
washing the carcasses.
which method tenderizes
the meat most
efficiently. They were hung using the
traditional, tenderstretch, and tendercut
methods. After hanging in the cooler
for 24 hours, the muscle that runs along
the spine was removed for further testing.
Kelsey analyzed the rib eye area (steaks),
the difference between the
precooked and postcooked
weights, tenderness, and
is currently analyzing
another test of
tenderness.

D

epartment of Animal Science graduate student, Jace Hollenbeck,
has been conducting his Master’s research about the color of
hamburger patties when the lean meat source is from mature
cattle. His research focused on the cooked characteristics of precooked mature (greater than 42 months of age) bull beef patties
and has been under the direction of Dr. Jason Apple. The lab has
conducted previous research that showed the cooked color of bull
beef is very stable when cooked to medium doneness, appearing less
“done” than the final internal cooking temperature would indicate.

His research consists of cooking approximately 1,400 beef patties with varying amounts
of mature bull beef (100%, 75%, 50%, 25%, and 0%), reheating them using common
in-home cookery methods, such as microwave ovens and grills, and measuring the
size, thickness, and color before and after both the cooking and reheating processes.
Based on his research, Hollenbeck hypothesizes an increase in mature bull beef inclusion
will statistically result in a redder internal beef cooked and reheated patty color.
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Poultry Science student, Brandi Whittemore, assists in measuring the
patties before they are cooked.

Clover for the Deer

D

r. Dirk Philipp, Assistant Professor in the Department of Animal Science, has
been working with the Forest Resources-Extension in Little Rock in collaboration
with the USDA-ARS, Dale Bumpers Small Farms Research Center in Booneville,
AR. Many landowners want to manage their property for deer and other wildlife to
establish and maintain food plots. Clover was chosen because of its high nutrition
value. This study investigated the persistence of arrowleaf and white clover, which were
planted in shaded and open areas.

“Ideally, this research will help
landowners to establish and maintain
food plots more efficiently and retain
deer populations more reliably.”

Dirk anticipated drawing
conclusions regarding the
persistence of both clover species
under differing amounts of
light. “Ideally, this research
will help landowners to establish and maintain food plots more
efficiently and retain deer populations more reliably,” he says.

Planting of clover food plots at USDAARS Booneville, AR.

Dirk gauged how much of the clover was eaten by deer; caging off some areas as a control. The shaded yields were
lower than those grown in an open area but, “clover growth in shaded areas is sufficient to attract deer,” says Dirk.

Education
Livestock Care Guidelines Program

T

he Department of Animal Science recently teamed
up with law enforcement to educate and promote
safe large animal handling and wellbeing. Faculty
met with the Arkansas State Animal Control Association
to provide an educational session on the topic. Randy
Forst, Extension Agent and Staff Chair for the University
of Arkansas System, Division of Agriculture Cooperative
Mark Russell instructs the group on animal welfare and handling.
Extension Service in Carroll County, coordinated the day’s
activities and attained the live dairy and beef cattle, horses, and small ruminants utilized in this hands-on demonstration.
Faculty members Dr. Michael Looper, Dr. Andrew Fidler, Steve Jones, Dr. Mark Russell, and Dr. Tom Troxel presented
on various topics and assembled a book of guidelines to serve the animal control officers and law enforcement
officials when addressing neglect and cruelty to livestock. It provides recommended minimum standards of care.
Dr. Yvonne Thaxton, director of the Center for Food Animal Wellbeing, and Beth Rumley, attorney with the
National Agricultural Law Center, both of the Division of Agriculture, informed the group of available resources.
“It was a privilege and a pleasure to conduct the Livestock Care Guidelines Program to the Arkansas Association of Animal
Control Officers,” said Steve Jones. Steve lectured on animal behavior, psychology, social structure of the herd, handling
techniques, and animal handling facilities. The group was also instructed on basic nutrition and health of sheep and
goats, body condition scoring, aging using the animals’ teeth, and general management principles for sheep and goats.
“Even some of our seasoned associates who handle large animals took away something. We hope meetings like this continue,” said
Charlie Gullette, president of the Arkansas State Animal Control Association. Dr. Fidler added, “The meeting allowed us the opportunity
to demonstrate appropriate handling of several livestock species, as well as evaluation of appropriate animal care and wellbeing.” This
kind of training can be useful to a large number of groups including law enforcement, youth interested in animal or veterinary science,
emergency response personnel, and new livestock producers.
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Animal Science Faculty
Name/Specialty

Phone/Email

Looper, Michael L.

479-575-3745

Apple, Jason
Meat Science

479-575-4840
japple@uark.edu

Beck, Paul
Ruminant Nutrition

870-777-9702
pbeck@uaex.edu

Brown, A. Hayden Jr.
Breeding & Genetics

479-575-4855
hbrown@uark.edu

Coffey, Ken
Ruminant Nutrition

479-575-2112
kcoffey@uark.edu

Fidler, Andrew
Veterinarian

479-575-5917
fidler@uark.edu

Ford, Vic
SWREC - Director

870-777-9702
vford@uaex.edu

Gadberry, Shane
Beef Nutrition

501-671-2169
sgadberry@uaex.edu

Jack, Nancy
Equine Program

479-575-4380
njack@uark.edu

Jennings, John
Forage Systems

501-671-2350
jjennings@uaex.edu

Jones, Steve
Yth Lvstck/Sm Rum

501-671-2067
sjones@uaex.edu

Kegley, Beth
Ruminant Nutrition

479-575-3050
ekegley@uark.edu

Kreider, David
Phys/Endocrinology

479-575-6323
dkreider@uark.edu

Kutz, Bryan
Livestock Judging

479-575-4337
bkutz@uark.edu

Maxwell, Charles
Swine Nutrition

479-575-2111
cmaxwell@uark.edu

Philipp, Dirk
Forage Nutrition

479-575-7914
dphilipp@uark.edu

Pohlman, Fred
Meat Science

479-575-5634
fpohlma@uark.edu

Powell, Jeremy
Veterinarian

479-575-5136
jerpow@uark.edu

Rorie, Rick
Repro Physiology

479-575-6398
rrorie@uark.edu

Rosenkrans, Charles
Repro Physiology

479-575-4376
crosenkr@uark.edu

Russell, Mark
Equine

501-671-2190
mrrussell@uaex.edu

Troxel, Tom
Assoc. Dept. Head

510-671-2188
ttroxel@uaex.edu

Yazwinski, Tom
Parasitology

479-575-4398
yazwinsk@uark.edu

Department Head

looper@uark.edu

Support Animal Science Department Scholarships
by putting your name on a chair-back in the
Pauline Whitaker Animal Science Center
You can support scholarships for Department of Animal
Science students and receive permanent recognition by
purchasing a chair-back in the Pauline Whitaker Animal
Science Center. Purchases are tax deductible and can be
made in the name of an individual, business, or in honor or
memory of a loved one or friend.
If you are a former judging team member and would like to
purchase a seat in honor of your judging team, contact Bryan
Kutz at 479-575-4337.
Chair-backs are available for a minimum donation of $500,
although many individuals have donated more.
If you would like to help with scholarships by purchasing a
chair-back, fill out the form below and mail it with your check
payable to the “Agricultural Development Council” with a
notation on the check for “Arena Chair-back”.

Chair-back Order Form
Please use separate page if needed.
Donor:

Name:
Address:
Phone:
Email:

Please list information desired on chair-back:

Make checks payable to:
Agricultural Development Council
Mail to: Connie Stewart
University of Arkansas
1120 W. Maple
Dept. of Animal Science
Fayetteville, AR 72701
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Alumni News
Sarah Finn Whitley

How to Join:

“I was married in July, 2012 to a wonderful Texas man that I met while
attending LSU SVM. I will graduate from vet school May 2014 and can’t wait
to get back to the great state of Arkansas to start a career and a family! Go Hogs!”

Jerry Rakes
Dr. Jerry Rakes just celebrated his 63 year anniversary with his wife,
Betty Jo. They were featured in the Visalia Times Delta under “How
I... met the love of my life.” The article changed their life for the better.

Catherine “Kate” Williams
Catherine, DVM, was elected as the 2013 president of the Arkansas
Veterinary Medical Association at the Winter Association meeting in Hot
Springs, AR. She practices in Springdale, AR, where she owns and operates
St. Francis Animal Hospital. She is also a Major in the U. S. Army Reserves
as a Veterinary Corps Officer. Her unit is in Baton Rouge, LA. She recently
returned from deployment in Afghanistan where she was the team veterinarian
with an Agriculture Development Team in the Nebraska National Guard.

You
automatically
become a member
of the DBCAFLS
Alumni Society when
you become an active
member of the Arkansas
Alumni Association.
Join online at http://www.arkansasalumni.org/ or
call (479) 575-2801 to become a member today.
In small and big ways, your gifts change lives. Increasing
private gift support is critical to moving the University of
Arkansas and the state of Arkansas forward. If you would like
to join other alumni and friends to support the Department
of Animal Science at the University of Arkansas, contact,
Trina Holman, Development Office, Bumpers College,
E-108 AFLS, University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, AR
72701, (4790 575-2179, or email: tfholman@uark.edu

Alumni Success Story
Pablo Gregorini

P

ablo Gregorini was born
in La Plata (Buenos
Aires, Argentina) in 1973
and raised in an academic
family. He received his B.S. in
Agricultural Sciences in ‘98 at
the National University of La
Plata and his Ph.D. in Animal
Science at the UA in ‘07.
His current focus is grazing ecology and management.

2006. They have 3 children, Eva (4), Sofia (3), and Manolo (5
months) in the country near Hamilton, New Zealand where
they graze beef steers. He has now been in New Zealand with
his family for over five years and is in the process of building a
home. He can now set his roots. “Unless Dr. Looper offers me
a lot of money to come back,” says Pablo. “Then we’ll see.”

His lists of achievements are too long for the space of this article,
but should not go unnoticed. He has authored and co-authored
many articles and contributed highly to the animal science
industry. “My time is owned by farmers,” says Pablo. “Whatever
I think of doing must be applicable to farmers right away.”
In seven years, Pablo visited five countries including the
Netherlands, UK, Uruguay, US, and New Zealand in order to
take varying jobs. He admits that the most challenging aspect
was not setting roots anywhere, though he has enjoyed seeing the
different systems and dealing with the people that manage them.
He also enjoyed the differing views of the world. “I like to see
new places and meet new people. I never get bored,” says Pablo.
Pablo married Mindy, an American cowgirl from Arkansas, in
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Tell us about yourself!

Submit online under the Alumni tab at AnimalScience.uark.edu!

We would like to hear how and what you’re doing. Please use this form to provide information about yourself
that you would like to see in the Alumni news section of a future Animal Science Newsletter.
Name:
Address:

U of A Degree:

Email:
Phone:
Would you like to receive our E-Newsletter?

Yes

News:
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No

B.S.
M.S.
Ph.D.

Year _____
Year _____
Year _____

Mail to:
Newsletter Editor
Department of Animal Science
University of Arkansas
AFLS B-114
Fayetteville, Arkansas 72701 or Fax to: 479-575-7294

